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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“{lah ye not diseern the signs of the times.”?

BOSTON, MAY 135, 1840.

MR. MILLER’S LETTERS. NO. 5.

THE RBRIBLE ITS OWN INTERPRETER.
* Comparing spiritnal things with spictual,”

The following letter was written by Mr., Mill-
er 10 some friends at Watertown, who have
kindly furnished us a copy for publication. We
very cheerfully insert it, with the hope that it
may do much good. The guestion may arise,
from the following rules of interpretation, wheth-
er the common peopie have the right to inter-
pret the Bible for themselves. It is well known
that this »ight is wof acknowledged by the Cath-
olic church. Some Protestant churches grant
the right to read, but do not acknowledge the
right of the people to énterpret it for themseives,
Search or not search, read or not read, THE
SENSE I8 FIXED,—it is at ihe peril of their
preferment to VARY. Let those who would
read and understand the word of God for them-
selves, count the cost. We would cite all such
for their encouragement to one command, Joha
v. 39, “Search the scriptures ; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testi- fy of me.” And one example, Acts’
xvii. 11. “These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scrip-
wres daily whether those things were so.”
« L.et him that readeth understand.” Eo.

, Watertown, April 20th, 1840.

Drar Broraer Himes,—We received a long
letter from father Miller last week, a part of|
which he requested us to send to you. The
whole was very good, but the subjoined is all
that was not personal.

“1 agreed to furnish you with my rules by
which to read and understand the Bible.

1. Every word must have its proper bearing
on the subject presented in the Bible. Proof.

MatT, v. 8. Blessed are he pure in heart for they shall
see Gud.

2. All seripture is pecessary, and may be un-
derstood by a diligent application and study.

2 Tim. fit. I5.  And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptmes, which are able (o mahe thee wise unto salva-
tion, through faith which is iy Christ Jesus.

1. AN scriptare is given by ingpitatton of God, and is
p_l'uﬁluhle for dectrine, fur reproof, fut conection, fu instrac-
tien i righteousness;

.17. That the man of Ged may be perfect, thoroughly fay.
nished unto all good woirks.

3. Nothing revealed in the seripture can or
will be hid from those whe ask in faith, not
wavering.

Deut. xxix. 20, The secret things helong unto the Lord onr
God; but those things whick aze 1e1ealed belong nnio us,and
to our children foi ever, that we may do all the words oftins
law.

Matt. x. 26. Fear them not, therefore : for there is noth.
ing covered that shall not be revealed; and hid, thatshali ngy
be kpow.

27, What T tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light
and what ye hear m the ear, that preach ye upen the house-
Lops.

P1 Cor. ii. 10, But God hath revealed them unto us Ly Tus
Spirit 1 for the Spint searcheth all thmgs, yea, the decp
timgs of God.

Piil. iii. 15, Let us, thevefore, us many as be perfect, he
thas winded; and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded,
God shali reveal even this unto you.

Isa. xlv. 11. Thas saith the Lord, the holy One of Lsrael,
and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my
sons; and concerning the work of iny hands command ye me.

Matt. xxi. 22. And all things, whatseever ye shall ask i
prayer, believing, ye shall receive,

Joha. xiv. 18 And whateoever ye shall ask in my name,
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14. If ye shall ask any thing in my naune, T will do it.

xv. 7. If ye alnde in me, antrmy werds alnde in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

Jamea, i, 5. If avy of you lack wisdom, let nm ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shiall be given him.

G. Bat fet him ask in faith, nothing wavering @ for he that
wavereth is like » wave of the sea driven with the wind, and
tossed.

I John.'v. 18. These things have I written unie you that
believe on the nume of the Eon of God, that ye may koow
that ye have eternat Jife, und thut ye may believe en the naine
of the Son of God.

14. And this is the confidence that we have in hin, that if
we ask pay thing accerdiag to his will, he heareth vs :

15. And if we know that he bear ug, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we desited of him,

4. To understand doctrine, bring all the serip-
tures together on the subject you wish to know,
then let every word have its proper iufiuence,
and if you can form your theory without a con-
tradiction, you cannot be in an error.

Isa, xxvidi. 7.—29.

Also, xxxv. 8. And an highway shall be there, and & way,
and it shall be called, The way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; bat it shall be for those: the way-faring
inen, thotigh fools, shall not err therein. ’

Prov., xix, 27, Cease, my son, o hear the instroction that
causeth o err from the words of knowledge.

Luke., xxiv 27. And heginniug at Moses and all the proph-
ets, e expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning Wimaself.

44. And he said onto them, These are the words which 1
spake uato you, while I was yet with you, that all things
niust be fulfilled which were written in ll{e law of Moses, and
ity the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me.

45, "Then opened he their understanding, that' they might
understand the scriptures.

Rom, xvi. 26, But now is made manifest, and by the scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the commaniment of the
everlasting Ged, made known to ull nations for the obedience
of failh,)

James. v. 19. Brethren, if any of you do evr irow the tuth.
and one convert him g

2, Pet. i- 19, We have also p more swe word of prophecy;
wheieunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lighy that
shi_nesh in adark place, mnil ihe day dawn, and the day-star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the seripture 13
of any private it rpretation.

5. Seripture must be its own exposilor, since
itisarule of jtself. IfI depend on a temcher
toexpound it to me, and he should guess at its
meaning, or desire to have it so on aceotnt of
his sectanan creed, or to be thought wise, gives
me his wisdom, then bis guessing, desire, creed
ot wisdem is my rule, not the Bible.

Ps. xix. 7- The law of the Lovd is perfect, converting the
soul . the testimony of the Lord is sure, miking wise the simple.

8. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heary;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enhghtening the eyes;

9. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether,

16. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
mach fine gold; sweeler also than homey, and the heney-
comb,

11. Maveover by them js thy servant warned; apd s
keeping of thewn there iz great 1eward.

exix. 97. O how love ¥ thy law 11t iemy meditation all the

day-

58. T'hou, through thy commandments, hast made me wisvt
than mine enemies; for they are ever wilh me.

99, 1 have more undersianding thap all my teachers : for
thy testimonies are my mwedwation.

100, 1 understand more than the ancients, because I keep
thy precepls.

101, 1 have vefrained my feet from every evil way, it ]
might keep thy word.

102. I Lave not departed from thy judgments : for thou
hast tanghi me,

103. How sweet ave thy words unto my tasie ! yea, sweet-
er thian lieneyto my mauth!

104. Through thy precepts I get understanding :
1 hate every false way. .

105, ‘Thy word iz 8 lamp unte my feet, and alight unto my

atla.
F Matt. xx5i. 8. But be nat ye called Rabbi: for ane is
yonr Master, even Christ; and afl ye are brethren.

9. And call no man your {ather upon the eavth : fur one ie
yonr Father, which is 10 heaven.

10. Neither be ye called mas evs: for one is your Master,
even Christ.

1 Cor. ii. 12. Now we have Teceived, not the spirit of the
waorld, but the Spirit which it of God; that we m'ght know
the things that nve freely given to us of God.

13. Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiriual things with spiritaal,

14. Bat the nateral an receiveth not the 1hings of the
Spitit of God; lor they are foolishness unto him: neither
can e know them, becanse they are spiritually diseerned.

15. But he that is spiritual judgeth alt things, yet be him-
sell is judged of no man,

16, For wha hath known the wind of the Lord, that_ he
way instruct hind 2 bot we have the mind of Christ.

Eze. xxxiv IS. Seemeth it a small thing unlo you to bave
eaten,up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with yoor
foet the residue of your pastures 1 and to have drunk of ie
deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet,

19. And as for ‘my flock, tiey eat that wiich ye have irod-
den with yoar feet; and they drink that which ye have forled
with your feet.” L.

Luke. xi.\52. Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken
away the key'of knowledge 1" ye entered not in yourselves, and
them that weve entering in ye hindered.

Mal, ji. 7. For the priest’s lips showld keep knowledge,
and they should seck the law at his mouth; for he s the mes-
senger of the LorDp of hosts,

8. But ye are depatled out of the way; ye have caused
many to stumble at the law 3 ye have corrupted the civerant
of Levi, sailh the LoRD of hosts.

thercfore

8. God has revealed things to come by visions,
in figures and parables, and in this way the same
things are often-time revealed again and again,
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Ly different visions, or in different figures, and
parables. If you wish to understand them you
inyst combine them all in one.

Psalms. Ixxxix. 15, Then thou spakest in vigion {o thy ho-
Iy Que, und saidst, 1 have latd help upsn one that is mighty;
I have esalted one chuser vut of the people.

Hos.xit. 10, I bav¥e also spoken by the prophets; and 1
hve suitiplied visions, and used simifitudes, by the minkstry
of1he prophets.

Hab. 11, 2. And the LokD answered me, and said, Write
the vision nud make it plain upon tables, that he may run
that readeth .

Acts. i 17, And it shalt come to pass in the Yast days,
{snith (xod,) I will pour out my Spirit vpon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, and your young
ten ohall see vsuons , and your ofd men shalf dream dreams.

1 Cor. x. 6, Now these things were our examples, to the
intent we shoold not lust after evil Lhings, as they also lusted.

tieb ix. 9. Wiieh was a figure for the time then present:
in which were offered both gﬂ%s and sacrifices, that could not
nrake him ihat did the serviee perfect, as pertaining to (he
canscience.

24, For Clyist isnet entered into the holy places made
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven
ftself, now 1o appear in the presence of God for us:

Psabins. lexvni, 20 1 will upen my mewh in a paruble; 1
will utter dark saytngs of ola;

Mast. xiit. 13. Therefore speak I to them in parables; be-
cuuse they seeing, seq not, and hearing, they hear not; nejther
do they understand.

34, "Al these things spake Jeang unty the muiiitade in par-
ables; amt without & paralle spake he not unto them :

Gen. xli 1382,

an. . vil. and ¥iii.

Acte. % 9.—16.

7. Visions are always mentioned as such.

2 Cor. xii. 1. It is not expedient for me, doubtless o
glory; I will come 1o visions and revelutions of the Lord,

8. Figures aiways have a figurative meaning,
and are used much in prophecy, to represent {u-
ture things, times and events, such as mowntains
meaning governments, beasts meaning kingdoms.

Dan. it. 35. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
aitver, nad wie gold, broken tn pieces together, nnd became
Like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind
earried them away that no place was found for them & and
the stoue that simote the image became a great mountain, and
fifled the whnle earth,

44. And i the days of ihese Kings shall the God of heaven
sat up # Kmgdom, which shall never he destroyed @ and the
kingdom shall not be left 1o other people, but st shall brexk
in pieces and consume all these Kingdams, and it slall stand
{or ever.

Also, vii. 8, 1 congidered the berus, and, behold, there
came np among them another Little horn, before whom tiere
were thiree of the first horas plucked up by the rootst and
heheld, in this horn were exes like the eyes of man, and a
owiuth speaking great things. i

17. These great beasts, which are four, are four kings,
which shall arize out of the earth.

TVaters meaning people.

Rev, xvii. L. And theve came one of the seven angels,
which had the seren vials, sl talked with e, saying uoto
me Come buher; 1 wil shew onto thee judgment of the
great whore that sitteth apon many waters @

15. and he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest,
where the whore'sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and na-
tiuna, and tongues.

Lamp meaning Word of God.

Ps. cxix. 105, Thy word iz a lawp unto my fect, and a
Halit unto oy path.

Day meaning year.

9. Parables are usel as comparisons to illus-
trate snbjects,and must be explained in the samne
way as égures by the subject and Bible. Mark
iv. 13. See explanation of the ten virgins,
Miller’s Lectures, No. xvi.

10. Figures sometimes bave two or more dife
farent significations, as day is nsed in a figura-
tive sense to represent three different periods of
time,

1. Indefinite as in

Eccle. vii. 1. In the duy of proaperity De joyfal, but in
the day of adversity consider : Gad also hath set the pne over

agninst the other, to the end that man should find nothing af-
ter him.

2. Definite, a day for a yesr, as in

Eze. iv. 6, And when thou ast accomplisited them lie again
or thy right side, and thou shalt bear the inguity of the house
of Judub torty days: 1 have appointed the each day for a year.

3. Day for a thousand years.

2. Pet. 1. 8, But heloved, be not ignorant of this une thing,
that one doy is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.

If you put on the right construction it will
harmonize with the Bible and make good sense,
otherwise it will not.

11. How to know when a word is used figura-
tively. If it makes good sense as it stands, and
does ne violence to the simple laws of nature,
then it inust be understood literally, if not, figu-
ratively.

Rev. xii. 1, 2. Aund there appeared a great wonder in
neaven, a4 woman clothed with the sun, and the wmoon under
hev feet, amd upon ber head a crown of twehe stars :

2. Aud she, being with chiid, cried travailing in birth, and
pamed to be dehivered,

Alsu, xvii. 3.—T1.

12. Tolearn the true meaning of figures,
trace your figurative word through your Bible,
and where you find it explained, put it on your
figure, and 1if it makes good sense you need look
no further, if not, look again.

13. To know whether we have the true his-
torical event, for the fulfilment of a prophecy. If
you find every word of the prophecy (afler the
figures are undersioed) is Herally fulfiled, then
you may koow that your history is the trae
event. DButif one word lacks a fulfilment, then
vou must look for another event, or wait its fu-
ture developement. For God takes care that his-
tory and prophecy doth agree, so that the true be-
lieving children of God may never be ashamed.

Ps. xxii. 5. They cried unta thee, aud were deliveved : they
trugied in thee, and were not confounded.

Yan, xlv. 17, Bot Jsrael shall be saved in the Lord with an
everlisting salvavion: ye shall not be ashamed nor confound-
ed, world without end,

18. For thus saith the Logd that erested the heavens, God
mmself that forimed the earth apd made it, he hath estabhshed
it, he created it pot in vain, he formed it to Le inhabued @ 1
am the LORD, and there is none else,

19, I bave not spoken in secret, in a dark plice of the
earth : ) said not anto the seed of Jacob, seek ye e in vain :
the LowDn speak righteousness, 1 declare things that are right.

1, Pet. . 6. Wheretore also it is contained in the seripture,
Behold, 1 lay in Zion a chief corner-stone, eleet, precious;
and he that believeth on him shal] oot be conforuded,

Rev. xvir, 17. For God hativ put in thewe hearts o fulill
his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast,
anul the words ol Gud shall be fullitled,

Acts, i, 18. But those thiugs, wiich God befove had shewed
by the weonth of all his prophets, that Christ shuuld suffer, lre
hath zo Tulfilled.

14. The most important rale of all is, that you
must have faith. 1t inust be a faith that requires
a sacrifice, and, if tried, would give up the dear-
est object on earth, the world and all its desires,
character, living, occupation, friends, home, com-
forts, and wotldly honors. If any of these
should hinder ooy believing any part of God’s
word, it would show our faith to be vain. Nor
can we ecver believe so long as one of these
matives Jays lorking in our hearts. We must
believe that God will never forfeit His word.
And we can have confidence that he that takes
uotice of the sparrow, and numbers the hairs of
our head, will guard the transiation of His own
word, and throw a barrier around it, and pre-

| vent those who siacerely trust in God, and put

implicit confidence in his word, from erring far
fram the teath, thongh they may not understand
Hebrew or Greek.

‘I'hese are some of the most important rules
which 1 find the word of God warrants me 1o
adopt and follow, in order for system and regu-
larity. And if I am not greatly deceived, in so
doing, I have found the Bible, asa whole, one of

the most simple, plain and intelligible books ever
written, containing proof in itself of its divine or-
1gin, and ful of all knowledge that heart or
soul could wish to know or enjoy. I have
found it a treasure which the world cannot pus-
chase., It g1ves a calm peace in believing, and
a firm hope In the futare. [t sustains the mind
in adversity, and teaches us to be humble in
prosperity. It prepares us 1o [ove and do good
te others, and the value of the soul to realize.
It makes uvs bold and valient {orthe truth, and
nerves the arm {o oppose error. It givesusa
powerful weapon to break down infidelity, and
makes known the only antidote for sin. It in-
struets us how death will be conquered, and how
the bonde of the tomb must be broken, It tells
us of future events, and shows the preparation
necessary to meet them. It gives us an oppor-
tenity to hold conversation with the king of
kkings, and revesls the best code of laws ever
enacted.

This is but a faint view of its value, yet how
many perishing souls treat it with neglect, or
whatisequally as bad, treat it as a hidden mys-
tery which cannot be known. Oh, my brother
and sister, makeit vour chief study. Tryit
well, and von will find it all I have said. Yes,
like the QQueen of Sheba, you will say the half
was not told you.

* ¥ * * * * ¥

The divinity taught in our schools is always
founded on some sectarian creed. It may do te
tzke a blank mind and impress it with this
kind, but it will always end in bigotry. A
free mind will never be satisfied with the views
of others. Were I a teacher of youth in divin-
ity, 1 would first learn their capacity, and mind.
If these were pood.I would make them study bi-
ble for themselves, and send them out free to do
the world good. But if they had no mind, I
would stamp them with another's mind, write
bigot on their forehead, and send them oul as
slaves.

THE GREAT QUESTION EVADED.

The Monthly Miscellany for May contains an
ariicle headed ** Predictions of the End of the
World ™ signed F. P. and was no doubt written
by Francts Parguan, I D, of this city. The
article is well written, and gives a partial ac-
count of the false prophets that have arisen at
different times since the ascension of Christ.
The object of the writer seams to be, to associ-
ate Mg. MuLer. (although his name is not
mentioned} with the Fanatics of past ages. To
meet Mr. Miller’s arguments, and overthrow
them, and present a better system, is a task that
the Doctors of this agé have carefully avoided,
it being an easier task and more congenial with
their feellings to sneer at Me. M. and his book,
and class him with the fanatical or insane.

We give to our readers the Doctor’s closing
paragraph, jo which he admits all we contend
for; thal whoever reads the ancient prophecies
may wunderstaud them. Let him carry out the
principle,and he will be saved from the necessity
of contradicting himself, by assuring vs that we
Enow nothing of what remains of the prophecies
to be falfilled after all ; Tt being for the *glory
of God to conceal a matter™! K “much re-
mains? to be fulfilled, then we ask how much ?



If he will tell us how much, and what, we shall
be very glad to give the information to our read-
ers. If he does not know how miuch remains
10 be completed, how does he know that any
thing remains.

“ That much remains-to be done before apcient
prophecy is completed, whoever reads may wn-
derstand. That the world will continue and
generations succeed after we have left it, we
mway be assured. How long, or how many, this
shail be, is with the secret things that beleng to
God, “ whose glory it is to conceal a mauer.”
and whose wisdom and kindaess are displayed
alike in what he has revealed and in what he
has hidden. Only “the things that are re-
vealed belong to us and to our children,”~—thar
we may do them.”

THE RETURN OF THE JEWS.

The idea of the literal return of the Jews to
the land of Palestine has, of late, been seriously
questioned by several writers; among whom is
the Rev. Wmn. Scott, {a Wesleyan Methodist) of
the Canada Conference. He bas published a
long and able article on this subject in the Meth-
adist Magazine of Oct. 1839, and countinued in
the April No. 1840.. Ie sums up the matter as
follows:

“The sum of what has been said on the proph-
ecies relating to the literal gathering of the Jews,
is as follows:—An opinion very genevally pre-
vails, that the descendants of Abraham shall,

from the various nations in which they now,

dwell, return to Palestine, commonly cailed their
own land. But, on examination, it is found—

First, That all the predictions respecting the
return of the Jews to their own land were de-
livered before the Assyrian and Babylonian cap-
tivities, and refer to those events.

. Secondly, That the return of a vast body of
the Israelites to Judea, after the proclamation of
Cyrus,was the falfilment of those prophecies, as
far as they can be understeod literally ; and this
was the understanding of the prophets who
flourished during that temsporal restoration.

Thirdly, That those parts of the prophecies
relating to the restoration of Israel which have
been explained literally, but whieh it is asserted
could not have been fulfilled in the return of the
Jews from the land of the north, will be gra-
ciously accomplished when “ they shall look up-
on him whom they have pietced,” and seek an
evangelical Canaan-—a “glorious rest,” in and
through his atoning blood.

Fourthly, That, beyond all contradiction, no
single prophecy respecting a return to their own
land was delivered 10 the Jews subsequeant to
the events of which we have spoken—namely,
their restoration under Cyrus.

The conclusion, therefore is, that the literal
return of the Jews to their own land, or Judea,
as a national event, is past and not future; and
every assumption to the contrary is based upon
a fulse interpretation of prophecy, and will not
be realized.”

We shall give further extracts from this im.
portant article at a future time.

A MODERN PENTICOST.
It was recently stated in the Lutheran Obser-
ver, that there have been admitted to the vari-

eus Churches in Baltimore within a few months,
sbout 3000 Souls,
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07 The discussion between Brs. Litch and|the downfali of the papal Auti-Christ. We are

Jones, is nescessarily put over to the next No.

{'7=Mr. Miller is now delivering a course of
Lectures in Rev. Mr. Walter's church, corner of
Broom and Norfolk Sts. city of New York.

EZ7If any subscriber does not receive his pa-
per regularly, we hope he will inform us, that
we may endeavor to find out the reason. We
would recommend to subscribers out of the city
to have their papers sent by mail. The addi-
tional expense is a mere trifle, and they would
then receive every one. D. & J.

ILLUSTRATION OF PROPHECY.

“But I will show thee what is noted in the Heripture of trath.””

For the Signs of the Times.

REMARKS ON THE 12TH CHAPTER OF
PAXIEL.

My, Editor :—1 perceive by your last No.
that Bro. Litch, like %ro. Miller, confounds the
true vision of Daniel, and consequently blend
the litle horn of the third beast with the little
horn of the fourth beast. I hope in some {uture
number of the Signs of the Times to be atle to
show them their error. In this article, I wish
merely 1o make a few remarks upon the 12ih
chapter of Daniel, which is the winding up of
his evening vision,

In the 1lth chapter we have the close of the
morning vision of Daniel, in the destruction of
the little horn of the goat, or the eastern Anui-
Christ, and the consequent return of the Jews, to
commence the cleansing of the sanctuary ;-but in
ch. xit. the predicted close of all earthly af
fairs. In the several chapters which predicts
the events of the morning vision, Dapiel no
where aliudes to the millenial reign of Christ,
or the scenes of the judgment or general resur
rection. These are all bhrought to view in the
ii, vil, and xit chapters which belong to the
evening vision. It is abundantly evident that
the prophecies of Daniel are arranged under two
great divisions, the first embracing the four
great empires, covering the whole time of 2520
years, the other embracing the two middle em-
pires, in their several stages and modifications,
existing 2300 years. The first includes the
whaole period of the Jew’s dispersion, the other
embraces only the period from the cleansing of
the second temple, to the first preparation for
the cleansing of the millental sanctuary.

There is no intimation, therefore, given by
Daniel. that the fulness of the Gentiles will come
in at the end of the 2300 years, but at the end
of the three times and a half and the destruction
of the papal horn of the fourth beast and empire.
He clearly predicts that event, as may be, in the
2d and 7th chapters, and all particolars in the
12th..

Chap. xii. And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince witich standeth for the children of thy peeple;
and there shall be & time of trouble, such az never was since
there was o nation even (o that same time; and st that time
thy people shalibe delivered. every one thial shaif be found
written in the book.

This time of trouble will be general, both 1o
Jews and Christians, and will probably continue,
more or less, from the destruction of the eastern
Anti-Christ, to the slaying of the witnesses, and

every where taught 1n the prophecies, that un-
paralieled troubles await the wicked world just
before the millenial reign of the saints, and alse
at the close of the millenium, just before the
general resurrection and judgment day, wicked
men and devils will have a short time 10 ‘mani-
{est their opposition to Christ.  These two pe-
tiods of trouble to the saints and terror to the
wicked are In this verse viewed at a single
glance, together with the resurrection and judg-
ment of the righteous and the wicked.

Michael signifies “ who is like God ¥ And
this name, with the title of the “great FPrince
who stands for the children of thy people,”
clearly points out Christ, who is the judge of
quick and dead.

2. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and

everlastinﬁ contewpis
2. And they that be wise, shall ghine as the brightness of

the firmament; and they that tura many to righteonsnesss,
as the siarg for ever and ever.

The meaning of these passages is so perfectly
obvious, as to require no comment. The gener-
al resurrection ends the series of events predict-
ed from the time of Daniel 1o the close of the
millenial reign of the church on earth.

After the tepmination of the fourth kingdom,
as Daniel tells us, in chap. vii: 18, the “ saints
of the Most High shall take the kingdowm, and
possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and
ever.” This was not done at the termination of
the third beast with Mohamedism, but wiil be
done immediately afier the destruction of the
fourth. Also chap. ii: 44, when the first out-
line of this vision was closed, at the destruction
of the Image, it is said, “ And in the days of
these kings, shall the God of Heavenset up a
kingdom, which shall never he destroyed, and
the kingdom shall not be lefi to other people, but
it shall break in pieces and consume all other
kidgdoms, and it shall stand forever.””

The nature, therefore, of this millenial king-
dom of Christ, will be everlasting, and not ¥ giv-
en to other people”— it will not change hands
like the four great empires just described, but
being established over all ¢he inhabitants, {as
the “ mountain is to fill the whele_earth,”) it
will embrace the general resurrection and judg-
ment, and stand forever after the earth is renova-
ted by fire. The resurreciion of those who are
not the subjects of this kingdom, will be only to
“shame and everlasting contempt,” while the
eternal felicity of those who have “ turned many
to righteousness” is denoted by the most beauti-
ful figure,~* They shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and as the stars forever and
ever."”

‘I'wo recent works on the sabjeet of prophecy, productions
of the Boston Press, are _matters of some curiosity. The
first is entitled * Miller Overtbrewn, or 1he Fasle prophets
confounded,’” weitten by one who sty Jes himsef A Cosmoro-
LUTE, a Bowman Catholic in sentiment. The other is enti-
tled «* Mitler’s Theory Utterly Exploded,”” writien by Otis”
A. SKINNER, a Universalist preacher., The first bolds thar
all the prophecies of Daniel were fulfilled in Antiochus Epiph-
anes. the other that all the propliecies of boths the D14 ang
New Testament were completely fulfilled at the destruction
of Jerusalem. After they have “overthrown' ard * explo
ded” Mr Miller and Lis theory, they will haveuothing to do
but to ** explode™ one #nvther. Bome instruction cad be de-
rived, even from such works as these,

The ““time of trouble.” (1, verse) by the last named wri-
ter, is considered ag entirely Julfilled upon the Jews at the
destruction of Jerusalem. Christ gaid to his disciples in ref.
ference 1o that event— When ye, therefore, shali see the
abomination of desolation, spaken of by Dantel the prophet,
stantd in the hul{. place, (whoso readeti,) let bim voderstand,)
then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountaine; fp
then shall be greai tribulation, such as was not since the be-

inping of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall pe—
att, xxiv: 15, 16, 2L
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This is stiong longuage eertainly, and &s quoted fiom Dan.
i~f ahmost verbatian. Bt i presents no dificulty e the hb-
coal winded reader, who is fanuhay with the'prophetieal serip-
twes, We aie only 1o heep in mind the fact so often alluded
) in these Hlustrations,; that prophecy receives a fulliinent in
the type as wellas a consumuation in the anti-type.  T'o wns
desstand the foree of the langunge of Christ in reference 1o
Jerusalem, the reader munst torn to the account of the de-
stivetion of that city, by Josephus.

in my mext, with your leave, Mr. Editor, I
shall speal of the * seven times' captivity of
the Jews.

Davip CameeiL.

____OBJECTIONS.

" Elyw can ye believe that Fescive honor one of anether.?”

For the Signs of the Times.
THE JUDGMENT IN 1843.
Reriy 70 Rev. 3, D, Brivus,

MR. Evrror.—Please insert in The Signs of |

the Tumes, the following article from Zion’s
Herald of March 25, together with the append-
cd remarks.

THE JUDGMENT DAY In 1843,

Mr. Editor—1 am not in the least disposed
1o open a controversy with any owe on this sub.
ject, but merely to express a few of my thoughts
on the dangerous teademey of Mr. Miller's and
Bro. Liteh’s theoty respecting the * Second
Coming of Ghrist,” and concisely show what 1
deem its fucompatibility with the economy of
Divine revelation, and the word of God as re-
eorded in the Bible. As others have eaid in
the Herald, [ believe, so Isay. It appears to
me that the theory that Christ will come the
second time in 1843, that the resurrection of the
saints and the Judgment will fhern take place,
tends witimate'y to the darkest and most de-
stractive infidelity.

). Br. Liich aud Mr. Miller both are very
sangnine and confident in the assertion and
propagation of their novel and pecaliar views on
this momentous subject. How it Is with Mr.
Miller I eannm say; but Br. L. does not seem
50 mueh as tn entertain a doubf respecting the
frith of his doctrine, or hardly to snppose it pos-
sible thai the events of 1843 may anihifate the
fair fabric of prophetical exposition, which, with
so much research and labor, he has been rearing.
Such, [ believe, will be the fact—yet these well-
meaning and Christinn brethren as firmly be-
lieve the contrary; they believe, no doubt, that
their’s is the trie exposition of prophecy. But
supposing they hive till 1343 and see that year
pass away without any resorrection of the saints,
or any appearance of the “* great white throne,”
it the clouds of heaven—what will be the ¢ffect
produced ou their mon minds?  Certainly they
must be very humble, teachable, Zmplicit believ.
¢rs in the Bible still o claim that it contains a
true revelation of the will of God!  And then
what an amount of mertificatica must accumu-
late wpon them! Can they endure it? It will
be very singular indeed, if, in the circumstances
sapposed, they do not reasen with themselves
in this manner. Mine was the fruz sense and
exposition of the prophetic part of the Bible;
but these predictions have nof been fulfilled;
therefore they have no foundation in trath!
They will be | kely to ge farther than this, and
say—The prophecies are as true as any part of
the Bible; but time and watter of fact have
proved them false ; therefore the Bible does not
contair the truth of God. Thus they are launuch-
ed upon the stormy sea of doubt and uncertain-
ty—are thrown into the whirling eddies of

skepticism and infidelity!  And so of the con-
verts to their faith. Tossed and torn from their
muorings in the safe harbor of Christian revela-
tion, they wili be driven before the roaring tem-
pest of unbridled passious until they make the
dreary coast of eternal despair!

2. The theory of Mr. Miller and Br. Litch,
once proved to be false, and that by the ordina-
ry passing away of 1843, and the hands of infi-
dels are sirengthened in an unprecedented man-
ner in New kpgland. They are, if I misake
not, now ready to admit that the Bible teuches
what Miller affirms of the events of 1843 ; baur
when the revolutions of that year show incon-
testibly 1hat these things have no# cowe to pass,
infidels will ausk with the emphusis of thunder,—
* Wnere 18 now ToE CHris11an’s Gop anp
Tite Crristian’s Biree 7’ We do not—we
cannol—we have no right to expect any other
resuit!  Whatever may mow be the effect pro-
duced by Mr. Miller’s preaching the advocacy
of his peculinr dogmas through the mediom of
the pulpit and the press, yet all sober minded
persons cannot but calculate on a most fearful
re-action by and by. A scorning, scoffing
world, will by and by point us to the Judgment of
1843, in which ““all things remained” as they
were before! And what shall we then say?
Huow will Mr. Milier and Br. Litch fhen answer
the triumphing and marshalled hosts of infidels,
whose mighty tread will rock the Jand?  Sure-
ly these erring hrethren have assumed a most
fearful responsibility,—and they alone mast
bear it ! Dut 1 will leave this view of the subject,
and briefly show that their theory is incompatible
with the economy of revelation.

I. “ 8ecret things belong to God;"” and the
time of the resurrection of the dead and the ses-
ston of the judgmient must be reckoned among
the ‘““secret things” which God knows, and
which no other being car know but God. Matt.
xxiv. 36. * But of that day and hour KNowETH
NO MAN, N0, not the angelsof heaven, but my
Futher only.” Verse 42. * Warch, thevefore,
for YE KNow nNor what howr your Lord doth
come.”  Verse 44. < Therefore be ye also
ready ; for in such an hour as YE THINK NOTF,
the Son of Man cometh.”

I. Thess, v. 5, “For ye yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as
a thicfin the night .” 2 Pet. 1ii. 10, * But the
day of the Lord will come as a fhief in the
night”” Rev. xvi. 15, * Behold I come as «
thaef.”

These are Scripture representations of the
ushering in of the day of judgment ; and certainly
if there is any meaping in language, these passa-
ges teach thatthe time when the Judgment shall
set is velledin impenetrated mistery. The “ day
" and the * hour™ is not known to *“ man,” nor to
the * angels™ of God, bat to the *“ Father only.”
It will come as a ‘- thief in the night,” therefore
we are commanded to ** wateh,” “lest coming
suddenly,” we be found * sleeping.”

2. Al the revelation from God, in which we
can safely repose confidence, is contained in the
Bibie; it will be hazardous, therefore, for us to
lean upon the staff of a falliebf exposition of
an infaliiable TrurH. Mr. Miller and_ Bro.
Litch cannot modestly lay claim to greater
mathematioal accuraey, or more theological ac-
nmen, or erndition than the great, the, wise,
and the good, who have left behind them learned
and copious commentaries on_ the Holy Serip-
tures; nor can ) show how they can well know
maore about the propheeies than their predeces-
sors in the work of exposition, unless some spe-

cial REVELATION has been made to them; and
of this I have no evidence.

How is it, then, that they confidently assert
what God kes not made plai, or publish a fact
te occur in 1843 when the ume of its occur-
rence is not known to the angels, and is repre-
sented in the Bible as being veiled in the deep-
est obscurity?

That there is 16 be a judgment of the ** quick
and dead,”” I certainly believe; but when it will
take place ¥ do not know, becanse the time is
pot revealied to me; and yet I helieve it is as
well known 10 me as to Mr. M. or Bro. L. It
may be that Christ will come in judgment in
1843 — possibly before —and perhaps not for
centuries to come. Let us ** watch, therefore,
for we know not what hour the Lord will come,
whether at midnight, ur at the cock crowing, or
in the morning.”” ¢ Happy is that servan, who,
when his Lord cometh, he-shall find so doing.”

J. D. Brings,

Duzbury, March, 1840,

QOn the above, T wish to meke some observa-
tions. And,

1. Brother Bridge has paid quite a compli-
ment, however unintentionally, to the theory he
opposes. He says, ° if he is not nistaken, infi-
dels are now ready 1o admit that the Bible teach-
es what Miller alfirms of tbe events of 1843.”
But the conclusion that the events Mr. Miller
teaches will take place in 1843, is deduced from
a train of reasoning which proves incontestibly
the Divine authenticity of the Bible, For if
thoze previous events have npot been fulblled,
literally and truly, we bave no evidence of the
coming of Christ in 1843, To say therefore
that infidels concede that the Bible teaches it,
is admitung those prophecies to be demonstrat.
ed to have been fulfilled.

They cannat consistently admit that the Bible
does teach that the judgment will take place in
1343, withont admitting the truth of the previ-
ous propheecies,

2. He, says, also, “The theory once proved
false,and the bands of infidels are strengthened in
an unprecedented manner.”” Butwhy so? There
have been expositions and calculations on tha
prophecies, which the passing away of time has
proved incorrect ; but <an my brother point to
one single infidel, and say, he was made such
by the tuilure of such an exposition, or such a
calculation on the prophecies? I have yet to
be shown one such instance,

But their “hands will be strengthened in an
unpiecedenied manner.”  Why ! There can be
only one conceivable reason assigned, and that
is, because the evidence of the truth and cor-
rectness of this theory is stronger than has ever
before been presented to the world. 1fitis
not, why wiil they be strengthened more than
by other failures? Iiis on this ground and ne
other, that the theory ean strengthen * the
hands of infidels in an unprecedented manner,”
or *‘tend ultimately to the darkest and most
destructive infidality.”

3. ,, Brother L does not seem so much as to
enterlamn a doubt respecting the trath of his
doctrine, or hardly to suppose it possible that
the events of 1843 may ambilate the fair fabric
of prophetical exposition which, with so much
lalror and research, he has been rearing.” True,
# Brother L.”" does .not doubt the truth of his
theory. But thai * he hardly supposes-it pessi-
ble for it to fail” is onrly an assumption of Br.
B.s, without any evidence to stand upon. Has
my beloved brother read the following from the
preface of ©* Christ's Second Coming 1"
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“ All pretension to a spirit of prophecy, ot to
infalibility in the interpretation of prophecy, is
utterly disclaimed. It has often been asked,—
If the event does not come out as you believe,
what will you then think ? Wil it not destroy
your confidence in the Bible?  To this it is re-
plied, Naot at all; for the writer has in the
course of his research on this subject, seen so
much that has been litterally fulfilled as prediot-
ed, that although all ke has written on this sub-
ject should he proved to have been founded in
ignorance, he cannot doubt but the prophecies
have a meaning, and that they will in due time
be fulfilled.”’

4, But supposing they live to see 1343 pass|

away, without any resorrection, &c. ; ‘*whai will
be the effect on their minds?” 1 answer it is
impossible for us to tell at this time, what the ef
fect would be, because we make no prefention ip
@ PROPHETIC sPIr(T. But if it does not come in
1843, we hope to wait patiently until it does
come ; for we feel fully persnaded that it cangot
be far distant.

5. “They must certainly be very Aumble,
teachable, and implicit believers in the Bible,
stitl to claim that it contains a true revelation of
the will of God.” Such I trust we shall be; for
whatever may be the result of our calculations
on those prophecies which relate to futurity,
enough has already been demonstrated to have
been fulfilled to setile our faith implicitly in the
divine authenticity of the Bible. For of all the
prophecies which relate to this subject, and
which we coaceive indicate the near approach
of the judgment, nine tenths have already heen
fulfitled. And shall we give up the whole Bible,
f the one tenth, yet unfulfilled does not
come out as we anticipated? Will my brother
tell me how the failure of the argument, that the
2300 days of Daniel viii. 14 and the 70 wocks
of Dan. ix. 4, begun together, 437 years before
Christ, and that each of those 2300 days stands
for & year; and therefore will end in A. D.
1843, when ¢ the sanctuary will be cleansed,”
can prove false or shake in any way the argu-
ment contained in Zion's Watchman of May
9th, 1840, to prove the wear approsch of
the resurrection? The most a failure of the
resurrection in 1843 ean do, is, to siow
either that our chironology is incorcect, or that
the 70 weeks and 23000 days did not begin to-
gether. We are now satisfied that our clirono-
logical reckoning is correct ; and also that these
two periods began together; but a failure of the
event would convince us of the incorrectness of
one or the other of the above points.

6. “ What an amount of mortification must
accumulate upon them! can they endure it?”
But, at what shall we be mortified; at having
believed the Bible, and on the strength of argu-
ments -which neither prafessor nor profanc
could prove false, believed that Bible to teach,
what ¢ime alone could prove it did not teach?
I trust that the same good Being who now gives
us grace to bear with perfect composure the
scoffs and assaults heaped on us, will, if ever
we are called to such circumstances as antici-
pated by my brother, still vouchsafe grace equal
to our day. But my-master has taught me to
do my present duty and take no thougit for the
MOTrow.

7. ‘' Burely these erring brethren have as-
sumed a most fearful responsibility,—and they
alone must bear it.” - Nor have we any wish to
shake off the responsibility which belongs to us.
By the gyace of God we will strive to bear it.

But I ask, have our opponents assumed no
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* responstbility #°  Have they nothing to fear
of “mortification’” and coniusion, if it prove
trune, that Christ cumes in the clouds of heaven,
in 18487 T leave them to reflect.

I now pass to Bro. B's evidence of the in-
compatibility of the theory with the econvmy of
revelation.

1. “ Secret things belong to God.” *“The
time of the resurrection and judgment are se-
cret things.”  Evidence. * Matt. xxiv. 36.
But of that dey and that kowr mnowmTHF NO
maN, no not the angels in heaven, but my Fath-
er only.” To this, | reply, the text has no bear-
ing on the case in hand; for all that it affirms,
is, that the pay and Hour were known only to
the Father. [t forms no sart of objection to the
case before us; for we do not not have we ever
pretended to point out either the day or hour.
But if it is still insisted, that it has an equal
bearing on the year, that it bas on the day and
hour, then I deny it; and demand the evidence.
But I will show that it does not prove that the
year was not a matter of revelation,

(L) Christ bad just given a long series of
events which were 10 precede his coming. Ver.
33, He said, “* when ye see all these things,
know that it is near, ¢zen at the doors.” He
then adds the text above quoted, to teach them,
that for the precise day or hkour, they must
watch.

(2.} He then goes on verse 37th and says,
* But as the days of Noe w.re, so shali also the
coming of the Son of man be.” The ignorance
of the world at that time did not arise from the
fact that God had not revealed the time of the
flood ; this he had done for 120 years, and yet
they ** kuew not uniil the flood came, and took
them all away.”® ‘Their ignorance was wiltal,
and because they did not believe God’s word,

2. * Waich, for ye know wnot what hour
your Lore doth come.” Matt. xxiv. 42, The
same remarks will apply to this, as to the
above text. That although the ehicumstan-
ces of the times should indicute the event to be
just at hand, vet for the precise time they were
to watch,

3. Verse 41, “ Tlerefore be ye also ready;
for in such an Zowr (not year) as je think not
the Son of Man cometh.”

4. iThess. 5.2, “For ve vourselves know
perfectly, that the day of the Lord so cometh as
a thief in the night,”

But to whom is it to come as a thief in the
night 7 To the wicked, to those who say peace
and safety ; not to Christians who believe God’s
word and are found watching  Verse 4. ““ But
ye brethren are not in darkness if that day should
overtake you as a thief.,” Who cannot perceive
that & wide distinction is made between the
righteous and the wicked with respect to the
suddenness of the coming of that day.

5. it Pet. 3, 10. ©* Bt the day of the Lord
wiil come as a thief in the night.” In this
ehapter alto, signs by which Christians might
know the day was near are pointed out; and we
are especizlly directed to study the prophets and
apostles in refference to the signs which were to
precede the day. But the sacred penmen have
among other things, given events to be fulfflled
wuhin specified periods, as signs of the near-ap-
proack of the day, and of its actuz! coming.
But for the specifie point of time, we are to be
on our waickh.

Concluding remarks . < All revelation from
God in which we can safely repose confidence,
is contained in the Bible; therefore it will be

hazardous for us o lean upon the staff of u fal-

liahle expostiion of an infullible vruysn.”  Ifso,
then my brother’s hearers are running 2 hazard
every time he gives them an esposition of *“an
infalliable truth,”  And a hazard it Is, on a sub-
ject vitally affecting their eterpal interests.  For
there-is not a text in the Bible, perhaps, rela-
ting to the great plan of salvation on which
there is not a divursity of opinion, some of these
opinions wnst be wrong and aLv fellicble. Ir
therefore we are running & fearful hazard when-
ever we lean on the staff of a fulliable exposition
of God’s word, we are continually running fez-
ards, And greater hazardsthan on this subject.
For a wrong exposition of some texts may prove
disastrous to the soul: but expositions of the
prophecies may be either true or false, and we
may lean ou them, without necessarily affect-
ing our eternal interests.

9.« Mr. Miller and brother Litch, cannot
modestly lay claim to greater mathematical ac-
curacy or nore theological acumen or erndi-
tion, than the great, the wise, and the good,
who have left behind them learned comnenta-
ries an the Holy Scriptures.” Nor do we pro-
fess to have more of those gualifieations, my
brother. But have you yet to learn that God
“ hath hidden these things from the wise and
pradent and revealed them unfo babes.” Or
that he hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty;
and the base things and things which are not,
10 bring to naught things which are; that no
flesh should glory in his presence. All we
profess to do is Lo state certain texts of Scripture,
“1nrariieiE TRuTEs,” and collate with them
certain historical facts; and tell the world the
impression that cellation makes on our minds.
if it makes the same impression on theirs, well
and good, we hope they will be benefited by it;
if it dees not make the same impression on
them that it does on ug, we cannot help it; to
their own mastet they must stand or fall.

8. ¢ Nor can I see how they can well know
muore than their predecessers in the work ot ex-
position, unless some special REVELATION has
been made to them; of which I have no evi-
dence.” But does not Br. B. know that it has
generally been the order of Divine Providence,
to bring out new truths, not by deep learning
and research, but by some apparently trivial
circumstance. Instance the discovery of the
laws of gravitation by the fall of an apple; and
the taws of specific gravity by the simple cir-
cumstance of bathing. And'is it any more
wonderful for the same Pro.idence to place be-
fore the mind of some obscure individual, some
historical and chronclogical date in connection
with certain texts of Scripture, which had been
overlooked by the wise and good of former days¥.
And besides, does not Br. B. know that by a
Divine commund the prophecies of Daniel were
closed and seuled, © ewen to the time of the
en:.”  And that prophets and angels, when they
searched diligently, and desired to know both
the events and the nature or manner of the time
of those events they predicted, were told that
they ministered not to themselves, but to us.
They could not know, but we wete to reap:
what they sowed.

Finaily, I can heartily join with my brother
and say, “ Let us watchtherefore, for we know
not what kour the Lord will come, whether m
midnight, or at the cock c¢rowing, or in the
morning.”” * Happy is that servant who when.
his Lord cometh, he shall find so doing.””

Jostam Lerem,

Millenial Girove, April, 1840,



30

SIGNS OCF THE TIMES.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Apalia, Apnil 24th, 1840,

My Drar 83, Your nete containing the pros-
pectas of * the Signs of the Times,” was duly
received, and [ have since received the 1wo first
mmbers of your publication, for which I thank
you,

Whether I can write any thing which might
setve 1o shed light upon the great sulject vou
have taken in hand, I do not know; bur ar any
rate I am glad the subject is fairly up before
the public mind, and has now got to pass the or-
deal of a most thorough and eritical investigation,
It is true that I have thought much on the sub-
ject of the second cowing and kingdom of Christ
for a number of years, and within the year past
have written some upen it, in connection with
another brother, and we shall probably put 1o
press a pamphlet oo the subject in the course of
the next weeli; and when it is cat 1 intend send-
ing you a copy, that you may compare and
view with those of others who have written upon
the same subject.

It is likely we shall not exactly coincide in all
things with the views of Br. Miller, and proba.
bly not with Br. Cambell, although I have not
yet seen his work. But from ali the views 1
have been able to collect on the subject, and from
all which I can learn frem the Seriptures of truth
and from the state of the world and of the nom-
inale hurches at thisday, I should thinlk that one
thing was rendered about morally certain; and
that is that we are living near the time of ihe
coming of the Son of maun., And if this be true,
then what manner of persons ought all the profes-
sed chilren of God to be, inall holy conversation
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of Gud, wherein the heavens
being on lire shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with ferveut heat?” Aad yet al
though all these things may transpire in this most
literally and alarming form, the true servants of
God have nothing to fear; for, accordiag to the
unerring promise of God, they are allowed to
look for a new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwellethrighteousness.  Letallof us then take
the aposile’s admonition, ** wherefore, beloved,
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent
that ye may be found of him in peace, witheat
spot and blameless.”

This is the right spirit for those to exercise
who expect to stand approved in the great day
of the Lord; and particalarly for these who
write upon this most instructing subject. The
spirit of prayer, of holiness and love, should
characterize all . which they think or write upon
1. The spint of mastery should have no place
in those whe write on the subject.  The spiritof
party strife should be banished itom the mind
which would arrive at the truth in regard to it:
jand the spirit of impartial investigation, the spir-
it of holy prayer, and the most bumble and teach-
able spirit, which would willingly sit at Jesus’
feet, and receive as truth whatever it could learn
ffrom his word and spirit, should possess the
whole soul of him who would arrive at the sim-
ple truth on this vast subject, and be ay the last
approved of God. [ think I have seen ina few
instances, in “The Signs of the Times,” the
marks of the inward workings of a bad spirit.
This [ regret ; for on such a subject, above all
others, if man cannet write in a good and kind
lspirit, they had better not write at all, The
freld of investigation is broad ;—the mines of
truth to be explored are many,—and the reward
of the faithful immensely great, and therefore
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there is the most ample room for all to investi-
gate, and for all to labor without prdjudice or
jealousy against each other, O my dear sir, |
sometimes look at the fact that Christ is soon
coming to our world; and T then look at the
jealousies, the slanders, the divisions, and strifes
which are ameng his professed followers, and
my soul sinks within me to think of the disap-
pointments and dismay which that day will bring
along with it! Think we that the party strifes
and names which now distract and divide the
satnts of the most high God, will abide the trial
of that day, in which the very elements shall
melt? It seems to me that there is linle
thought about its searching powers, or iis near
approach ; and yet its approaching events linger
not, and its vengeance for them who obey not
the gospel, slumbers not.

Give, my dear sit, to the * Signs of the Times,”
a trampet tongue, and let it sound an alarm long
and loud in the ears of this generation, until the
question shall come up from city and hamlet,
and be echoed from valley and from hil-top,
“ Watchman, what of the night? * When
shall these things be” 2 And let an answer be
demanded in a tone that must be heard. It is
the voice of the pEopLE, which must arouse the
ume-serving ministry ¢f this age from the
deep sleep iato which on this, and other subjects
of highest moment to the children of men, they
appear to have fallen. You know it is the min-
istry of this age, who oppose reform, if it come
not in this way, more effectually than any other
class of men. But stll the truth will prevail,
and reform will move onward in spite of opposi-
tion till the Saviour comes to bless his sutlering
servants.  Onward, then, my dear sir, in your
good work of spreading right ard truth: and
God prosper you, and that I know he will do, as
far and as fully as you follow the truth which
he may spread before your mind. Knowledge
will increase on this most absorbing subject,
which must unite all the saints of the Lord for
ever, and the wise will understand and love it.

Your brother in the Kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ,

Jonn Favam.

Poriland, April 28, 1840,

Mz. Eprror,—The peculiar circumstances of
the age in which we live, and especially of ihe
present times, have created some considerable
excitement, and not a little enquiry, and alierca-
tion respecting our cHRoNoLogy. I find in
“ Ferguson's Astronomy " a few pages devoted
to * The true ere of Uhrists &irth” which 1
have thought would be read with interest, and
perhaps might contribute something for the
teuth, It is apparent that the peint in dispute
does not effect our chronology, but simply the
time of the Saviour’s &irth, and his age. I the
common calculation teaching the time of the Sa-
viour’s birth is wrong, why, it only carries it
back 4 years farther, and makes Jesus of Nazer-
eth 37 years of age, when crucified, instead of

33, L. D. Fremine.

Mr. Ferguson says:—*The vulgar era of
Chtist’s birth was never setled 1ill the year
527, when Dionysins Exigus, a Roman abbot,
fixed it to the end of the 4713th year of the Ju-
lian period, which was four years too late. For
our Savicur was born before the death of Her-
od, who sought to kill him as soon as he heard
of his birth. And, according to the testimony
of Josephus, (B.xvii.ch.8,) there was an éclipse
of the moon in the time of Hered’s last illness ;

which eclipse appears, by our astronomical ta-
bles, to have been in the year of the Julian peri-
od 4710, March 13th, at 3 hours past midnight,
at Jerosalem. Now, as our Saviour must have
been born some months before Herod’s death,
since in the interval be was carried into Egypt,
the latest time in which we can fix the true era
of his birth, is about the end of the 4079th year
of the Julian period. There is a remarkable
prophecy delivered 10 us in the ninth chapter of
the book of Daniel, which, from a certain epoch,
fixes the time of restoring the state of the Jews,
and of building the walls of Jerusalem, the com-
ing of Messiah, his death, and the destruction of
Jerusalem. But some paris of this prophecy
(ver. 28)are so injudiciously pointed 1n our
Enghish translation of the Bible, that, if they be
read aceording to those stops of pointing. they
are quite unintelligible, ‘But the learned Dr,
Prideaux, by altering these stops, makes the
sense plain : and, as he seems o me, to have ex-
plained the whole of it better than any other an-
thor I have read on the subject, I shall set down
the whole of the prophecy according as he has
pointed it, to shew in what manner he has divi-
ded itinto four different parts.

Ter. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon
thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and i0 make an end of sin, and
to make reconciliztion for iniquity, and to bring
in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the
vision, and the prophecy, and to annoint the
most holy. Ver, 25. Kunow therefore apd un-
derstand, that from the going forth of the com-
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem unio
the Messiah, the prince, shall be seven weeks
and threescore and two weeks, the street shall
be built again, and the wall even in woublous
times. ver. 26.  And after threeseore and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for him-
self, and the people of the prince that shall come,
shall destroy the city and sanctuary, and the end
thereof shall be with a fleod, and unto the end
of the war desolations are determined. Yer.27,
Aund he shall confirm the covenant with many
for one weelk, and in the midst® of the week he
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
cease, and for the overspreading of abomina-
tions he shall make it desolate even until
the consumation, and that determined shall be
poured upon the desolate.

This commandment was given to Ezra by
Artaxerxes Longimanus, in the seventh year of
that king's reign, (Ezra vii. ver. 11—26.) Ezra
hegan the work, which was afterward accome.
plished by Nehemiah, in which they meet with
great gpposition and trouble from the Samari-
tans and others, during the first seven weeks, or
29 years.

From this accomplishment till the time when
Christ’s Messenger, John the Baptist, began to
preach the kingdom of the Messiah, 62 weeks,
or 434 years.

From sthenée to the beginning of Christ’s pub-
lic ministry, half a week, or three and a half

ears.

And from thence to the death of Christ, half a
week or three and a half vears; in which half
week he preached and cenfirmed the covenant
of the Gospel with many.

In all, from the going forth of the command-
ment, 1iil the death of Christ, 70 weeks, or 490

eaArs,

And, lastly, in a very striking manner, the
prophecy foretells what should come to pass af-
ter the expiration of the 70 weeks; namely, the

*1t is said this should be rendered last half, instead of midst.
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destruction of the city and sancivary by the peo-
ple of the prince that was to come; which were
the Roman armies, ander the command of Titus
their prince, who came vpon Jerusalem as a tor-
rent, with their idolalrous images, which were
an abomination to the Jews, and under which
they marched against them, invaded their land,
and besieged their holy city, and by a calami-
tous war brought such utter destruction upou
both, that the Jews have never been able to re-
cover themselves, even to this day.

Now, both by the undoubted cavon of Prol-
emy, and the famous era of Nabonasse, the be-
ginning of the seventh year of the reign of Ar-
taxerxes Longimanus, king of Persia, (who is
called Ahasuerus in the book of Esther), is
pinned down to the 425tth year of the Julian
period, in which year he gave Eazra the above-
mentioned ample commission: from which
count 490 years to the death of Christ, and it
will carry the same to the 4746ih year of the
Julian period.

Our Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath: and it
is plain, from 8. Mark, ch xv. ver. 42, and St
Luke, ch. xxiil. ver 54, that Christ was crucified
on Friday. seeing the crucifixion was on the
day next before the Jewish Sabbath. And ac-
cording to 8t. John, ch.xviii, ver. 28, on the day
that the passover was to be eaten, at least by
many of the Jews. .

The Jews reckoned their months by the tnoon,
and their years by the apparent revolution of
the sun ; and they eat the passover on the 14th
day of the month Nisan, which was the first
wmonth of the year, reckoning from the first ap-
pearance of the new moon, which at that time
ofthe year might be on the evening of the day
next afier the change, if the sky was elear. 8o
that their 14th day of the month answers to our
15th day of the moon, on which she is full.
Consequently, the passover was always kept on
the day of full Moon.

And the full moon at which it was kept, was
that one which happened naxt after the vernal
equinox. For Josephus expressly says (Antig.
B. iii. ch. 10), The passover was kept on the
14th day of the month of Nisan, according to
the Moon, when the Sun was in Aries, And
the Sun always enters Aries at the instant of
the verual equinox; which, in our Saviour's
time, fell on the 22ud day of March,

The dispute among chronologors about the
vear of Chirist’s death, is limited to four or five
years at most. DBuat as we have shown that he
was crucified on the day of a pascal full moon,
and on a Friday. all that we have to do, in or-
der to ascertain the year of his death, is only to
compute in which of those years there was a
passover full moon on 2 Friday. For the full
moons anticipate eleven days every vear, (12
loner months being so much short of a solar
vear), and therefore oncein every three years
at least, the Jews were obliged to set their pass-
over a mouth farther forward than it fell by
the course of the moon, on the year uext before,
in order to keep it at the {ull raoon nex: after
the equinox. Therefore there could not be two
passovers onthe same day of the week, with-
in the compass of a few neighboring years. And
I find by calculation, the only passover full
moon that {ell on a Friday, for several years be-
fore or after the disputed year of the crucifixion,
was on the 3rd day of April, in the 4746th year
of the Julian period, which was the 490th vear
after Ezra veceived the above-mentioned com-
mission from Aniaxerxes Longimatus, accord-
ing to Piolemy’s canon, and the yearin which

the Messiak was to be cut off, according to the
prophecy, reckoning from the going forth of
that commision or commandment: and this
490th year was the 33rd year of our Saviour’s
age, reckoning from the vulgar era of his birth :
but the 37th, reckoning from the true era there-
of.

And when we reflect on what the Jews told
him, sometime before his death, (John, viii. 57}
“Thou art not yet fifty years old,” we mus:
confess, that it should seem much likelier to
have been said to a person near forty, than to
one but just turned of thirty, And we may ea-
sily suppose, that 8t Luke expressed himself on-
ly in round numbers, when he said that Christ
was baptized about the 30th year of his age
when he began his public ministry ; as our Sa-
viour himself did, when he said he should lie
three days and three nights in the grave.

The 4746th year of the Julian period, which
we have astronomically proved to be the year of
the erucifixion, was the dih of the 202nd Olym-
piad; in which year, Phlegon, a heathen writer,
tells us, there was a most extraordinary eclipse of
the Sur that ever was seen.  But{ find by cal-
culation, that there could be no total eclipse of
the Sun at Jerusalem, in a natural way, in that
year. Sothat what Phlegon here calls an eclipse
of the Sun, seems to have been the great dark-
ness for three hoursat the time of our Saviour's
crucifixion, as mentioned by the evangelist: a
darkness altogether supernatural, as the Moon
was then in the side of the heavens opposite to
the Sun ; and therefore could not possibly dark-
en the Sun to auy part of the Earih.”

Groton, Apri! 10th, 1840

Dear Bao. Hivas,—During an interview I irad
with you a few days since, you requested me to
give a statement of the results, so far as I had wit-
nessed them, of Mr. Milier’s Lectures, in this vi-
cinity. Before complying with your request, I beg
leave to say, that I am unot a believer in the theory
of Mr. Miller, neither am I an unbeliever. My time
has been so completely occupied since the subject
has been presented in a tangible form, that T have
oot given it that attention which is requisite to an
inteligent and eunlightened decision respecting tt.
But i am decidedly in favor of the discussion of the
subject. I believe that Mr. Miller’s Lectures are
so fraught with gospel truth. that, whatever may be
his error tn relation to the &ime of cur Lord’s ap-
pearing, he will do great good. 1 rejeice that
there 1s a subject being discu-sed in the commau-
nity, so happily adapted to wake up the public
mind to the great things of religion, and to check
the growing worldliness and sensuality ofthe pres-
ent aze. Mind is so constituted, and the tenden-
cles of the world are such, that God is obliged to
use extraordinary men, charged with important
and exciting truths, to break up the apathy of the
former, and to neutrahze the laiter. Ordinary
inen and means are utterly inadequate to this task.
These men may present much truth, aud see- some
good results of their efforts,but the strong-holds of
satan will still remaly undemolished, and bis iron
grasp upon the great mass of men, unbroken. The
means now used, apilique and venerable though
they be, are notwhat the age demands. The devil
learned years ago, how to render them nearly or
quite useless. A d.flerent class of men and meas-
ares are called for, to check the progress of infidel-
ity and sensuality which are sweeping over our
land, blighting every thing lovely and of goed re-
port. And it is cause ot joy, that God is raising up
such men, and instituting such measures. I fully
helieve that Mr. Miller is one of the former, and
that his Lectures will constitute no small part of
the latter.

Mr. Miller has lectured in this and other adjoin-
ing towns, with marked success.. His lertures bave
been succeeded by precicus revivals of religion, in

ali of these pluces. A class of minds are reached
by him not within the influence of viher men. s
lectures are well adupted, so far as | have learred,
of shaking the supremacy of the various forms of
error that are rife in the community, DMen are
made to revere the naked Bible, and to study it
with a care and impaiuality wholly unknown be-
fore. As a cousequence, their errors are disspa-
ted, and they embrace that {ruth which iz essential
1o thewr salvation, 1fthey embrace error it cannot
be fondamental, as it relates to the time and man-
ner of Christ’s coming, and not to the fuet of his
coming. If it did relate io the faet, it could not
be regurded as a fundamental error, as I can con-
ceive.

As it respects the immorel fendencies of his Lect-
ures, | have seen none of them. And I am bold to
declare that T see nothing in the theory at all
adapted te make men immoral; but E do believe it
will have the opposite effect. Facts speak too
plain, on this subject, not t» be eredited.

T am your brother for Truth and Liberty,

S. HAWLEY.

J. V. Himrs.

- O——

MR. MILLER.

Myr. Miller has been in Portland, lecimiing to
crowded congregations in Casco Street Chnrch,
on his favorite theme, the end of the world, or
literal reign of Christ for 1000 years. As faith-
ful chroniclers of passing events it will be ex-
pected of us that we say something of the wan,
and his peeculiar views.

Mr. Miller is about 60 years of age; a plain
farmer from Humpton in the State of New York.
He is a member of the Baptist Church in that
piace, from which he brings satisfactory testime-
nials of good standing, and a licence to dmprove
publickly. He has we understand numerous
testimeniais also from clergymen of different
denominations faverable to his general character,
We should think him a man of but common
school education ; evidently possessing strong
powers of mind, which for about 14 yenrs have
been almost exclusively bent to the investigation
of seripture prophecies. The last eight years
of his life have been devoted to lecturing on this
favorite subject.

In his public discourses he is self-possessed
and ready ; distinct in his utterance, and fre-
quently quaint in his expressious, He surceeds
in chaining the auention of bis auditory for an
hour and an half to two bours; and in the man-
agement of his subject discovers much tact, hold-
ing frequent colloguies with the objector and
enguirer, supplying the questions and answers
bimself in a very natural manuer; and although
grave himsell, somesimes producing a smile from
a portion of his auditors.

Mr. Miller's theory is, that in 1843 Christ
will make his personal appearance on earth;
-—the righteous dead shall be raised, the righte-
ous living shall be changed, and be caught up
te meet the Lord in the air. This is the first
resurrection.  The bodies of the wicked, living
and dead, shall be eonsumed by five in the con-
flagration, which shall envelope the earth, and
purify it for a suilable residence for the saints.
They shall then descend, as the New Jerusalem
out of Heaven, and shall reign on the earth with
Christ a thousand years; atthe end of which
period, the bodies of the wicked shall be raised,
and they shall be judged by the saints, and re-
ceive their sentence of endless banishment from
the presence of the Lord and the glory of His
power.

In a very ingenious manner he brings all the
mystic numbers in seripture prophecy to bear
upon -the- important epoch of 1843, TFirst he




shall come.
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makes the 2300 days or years of Daniel vin, 14,
to commence at the same thme as the 70 weeks
or 499 years, which latter peried terminated in
the cutting off the Messiah. 4. DL 33 The for-
mer periad then extends 1519 years louger, or
till 1843, when the end shall come.

Second. The mystic number of the beast, 606,
TRev. xiii. 18, he applies to Pagan Rone, [t m-
dicates 666 years, commencing with the leanue
between the Rowmans and Jews, B. C. 158, and
terminates when the pagan sacrifices ceased at
Rome, A. D. 503. Third. This period, A. D
8083, he thinks is veferred to by Daniel, chxil, 11
as the time when the daily sacrifice {or hcathen
rites) shall be taken away or cease .t Rome.
From this he reckons 1280 years (idein) for the
guravion of the abomination that maketh desolate,
or the Papal civil power, which terminated in
the captivity of the Pope, A, D. 1798.

Fourth. The 1335 years, Daniel xii, 12, iu-
cludes the Iast mentioned period of 1290, and
passing 45 years beyond, brings us to 1843, or
the end.

Fifth. He brings the prophecy or denpuncia-
tion of Moses, Leviticus xxvi. 23, 21, to refer to
this period ; seven times or 2520 vears (a time
in the prophetic seriptures meaning 360 years)
from the first captivity of the Jews under Ma-
nassal, in the year B. C. 677, brings us to 1843

These are only a part of the scriptural data
by which his theory is established. We are
now, according to his scheme, in the period spo-
ken of by Daniel, chap. xii, 1,~and the trouble
there mentioned is to befal the world the pres-
ent year of our Lord, 1840. « Manlkind,” he
says, “ will, for a short season, give lovseto sl
the corrupt passions of the human heart. No
laws, human or divine, will be regarded; all
autherity will be trampled under foot; anarchy
will be the order of government and confusion
fill the world with horror and despair. Murder,
treason, and crime wijl be eommon law, and di-
viston and disunion the only bond of fellewship.
Christians wilt be persecuied unto death; and
dens and caves of the earth will be their re-
treat.”

We furnish the following as a specimen of
his method of illustrating seripture. It is from
his discourse entitled the * Midnight ery,” foun-
ded on the parable of the ten virgins.

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened
unto ten virgins, &c. &c. Matt. xxv. 1—12.

Then. This word indicates that a specific
time was intended. To know that time we
must go back into the preceding chapter and see
what our Lord had been conversing about. This
was evidently the second coming—as explained
in a preceding lecture. Read then the 44th and
451h verses.

The faithful and wise serpant is the one who
in this period of the world, waras his fellow men
to be ready for the coming of the Lord. This
is the portion of meat due at this season.

Verse 48. The evil servant ; self-constituted
and men made ministers.

Shall say in kis heart. Many do not openly
oppose the doctrine of the speedy coming of
Christ. But they do it in their heatts ;—they
de not sound the alarm.

My Lord delayeth his coming. This doctrine
that the consummation of all things is at hand,
is false. The coming of Christ will be delayed.

Verse 49. Skall begin to smite his fellow
servants.  Shall persecute and speak evil of
those who wait for and expect the coming of
Christ.

Verse 50 and 51, The Lord of that servant

This is the second coming, &ec.

- i
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We now perceive that the time specified at
the commencement of the 25th chapter 15 the
time connected with the preceding circuinstences
—the end of the world,—that it is the 1ime In
which we uow live.

Chap. 25, The kingdom of Heaven.
Gospe! dispeusation.

Ten TVirgins. 'The righteous and wicked
whoin the Loid, the bride-grooni, invites and
woos to become the Lamb’s bride.  That * Vir-
g™ nay have this meaning in prophecy, see
ihe expressions, O virgin daughter of Baby-
low"— Virgin dunghter of Egypt”—* Virgm
daughter of Zion.”

Frve were wisc.
ers,

Fiie were foolish.
mankind.

Lamp. The word of God. (Ps. cxix; 108,
Thy word is a lamp to my {eet—Prov. vi. 23—
The commandment is a lamp.) Bibles are now
m the hands of the wicked and the rightcous;
and trauslaied into almost every language on
earth.

Ou.  An emblem of faith, (1 John it 27—
“ Bat the anointing (faith) which ye havé re-
cejved of him abideth in you.”) Though the
wicked are in possession of the scriptures, they
have no true faith in their declaratien.

Vessel. The mind. {** Possess his vessel 1n
sanctification”—*8hall be a vessel unto honor.”

Bridegroom. Figurative of Christ. {* As the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy
God rejoice over thee.”) “ When the bridegroom
shall be tuken away, then, &e.

They all shumbered and slept. 1o the primi-
tive church the opinion prevailed that Christ’s
second coming would be to reign in person on
earth, after the destruction of the wicked. But
the Christian world has heen asleep on this sub-
ject, and the notion of a spiritual reign of Christ
for a thousand years has been substituted, which
is false and aoti-scriptural.

And at midnight there was e cry made, Be-
hold the Bridgroom cometh. T'his day is this
seriptuze fulfiled in our ears. A few are utter-
ing this cry.  The missionary, Wolf, has declar-
ed it in Asia. Irving in England,—Masen in
Scotland, and Davis in South Carolina. At the
present tme about 200 ministers in America
are declaring the same truth.

Then all these Virgins arose and (rimmed their
lamps. A lamp is trnmmed 1o make it give
more light.  Translating the Bible therefore, 1s
trimming the karnp of life.  The Bible has been
translated into 180 languages within 30 years,
in addition o the 40 or 50 translations belore.
The operations of the Missionary Societies,
Sabbath Schools, and Bibie classes, Tract Socie-
ties, and Temperance Societies, have all been in
effest ** trimming the lamps.” In this work the
contribution of the umconverted portion of the
world have been as liberal as those of Christians.
3o that it may be said, the foolish Virgins have
also trimnmed their lamps.

And the foolish said unro the wise, Give us of
your od, for our lamps have gone out. The
midaight cry is now being rmade; the wicked
are started from their slumbers, and begin to ask
of Christians, * What do you think of these
things #*  “Give us youropinion of the coming
of Christ, for we know not what the Bible teach-
es.” That is, “ Give us of Jour oil, for our
lamps are gone out.”

Go ye to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
Chrisiians should be eareful how they speak
against the speedy coming of Christ; as the

The

These represent trae believ-

The unbelieving class of

blood of ~ouls will be found in their skirts, if
they soothe the fears of the wicked; they
should answer all such enquiries, “ Go to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.”

And they that were ready went in with him to
the marriage and the door was shwt. Thisis
the closing up, or end of the Gospel dispensa-
tion.

Mz, Miller is a great stickler for literal inter~
pretations; never admilting the figurative, un-
Jess absolutely required to make correct sense or
meet the event which is intended to be pointed
out, He doubtless believes, most unwaveringly,
ali he teaches to others. His lecturcs are inters
spersed with powerful admonitions t6 the wick-
ed, and he handles Universalism with gloves of
steei.

He is evidenty dispossed 1o make but little
allowance for these who think differently from
him on the Milenivm ; dealing often in terrible
denunciations against such as oppose his pecu-
fiar views on this point; as he fully believes
they ave crying peace and safety when sudden
destruction cometh.  Judging from what we see
and hear, we should think his lectures are ma-
king a decided impression on many minds, fa-
vorable to his theory.—~ Maéne Wesleyan Journ.

QUESTION.,
1. How can the whole human race stand up-
on the carth at one time—as mentioned in Rev.
20, at the Last Judgment?

Answgr By Mz. MiLiezr.

1. Allow 800,000,000 for every 30 years, in
6000 years, and it will give 160,000.000,000.
Allow 50,000,000 square miles for the earth—
would make five Billions, one hundred and
twenty thousand Millions, of Square Rods.

This divided by 160,000,000,000, of inhabi-
tants, would leave 32 square rods to each indi-
videal on the globe,

CompuTaTioN oF mTime. A Correspondent
asks, ©if 30 days for 2 month, and 12 months
amounting to 360 days, for a year, was the
method of computing time before the christian
era, and 365 days 6 hours for a year, the way
of reckoning since, would not the sanctuary have
been cleansed somewhere from 1809 to 18147

To this it is replied — 1. The ancients did
virtually allow 365 days to a year, for after their
twelve months of 30 days each were ended
they added, before comtuencing another year,
the odd time. Bat this, not coming within the
12 months, was not reckoned with the year.

2. The fulfilment of prophetic periods, in the
accomplishment of the prophecies with which
they were connected, has demonstrated the faet,
that a prophetic time signifies a year of 360 days,
and that each of those days represents a year of
365 days 6 bours,

A demonstration of this position will be given
i the conrse of the discussion between Messrs,
Jones and Litch.
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